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December 22, 2020 
 
Good Afternoon HTPS Community, 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed our snow day last week.  I appreciate the emaiI messages and thoroughly 
enjoyed the  pictures some of you shared with me.  I loved seeing how you and your families chose to 
spend the day. As we look forward to our winter break, I would like to wish our students, parents, and 
staff a relaxing, peaceful, and laughter-filled holiday.  The year 2020 was tumultuous as we all navigated 
through months of uncertainty on so many levels.  While it looks like there may be some relief in sight 
with this week’s news of the roll out of a COVID-19 vaccine, our slow journey toward the comfort of our 
typical routines will take a bit more time.  The next few months will offer us insights into what we may 
expect as we enter the Spring season. 
 
As individuals and caretakers, it can be mind-boggling to determine the best path to balancing life during 
a pandemic.  With that in mind and after discussions with stakeholders, the decision has been made to 
learn virtually following the hybrid schedule during the week of January 4 through January 8.  This 
decision, just as all others, was made with the interest of health and safety for students and staff in mind 
and will allow for additional time for those who may need to quarantine after the holidays.  
 
It bears repeating that guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
suggests that the safest way to celebrate the winter holidays is to do so at home with the people with 
whom you live.  Along with the CDC, we encourage our school community to continue to follow the 
CDC’s safeguards. 
 
We remain committed to in-person instruction and, at this time, barring any unforeseen circumstances, 
we expect to return to our hybrid schedule on Monday, January 11.  For those who chose the hybrid 
option for marking period 2, if your child(ren) chose to remain all virtual after winter break, s/he/they 
are expected to return to his/her/their hybrid schedule on Monday, January 11.  Should the Central 
West region of the state hit the red zone, as outlined in the NJ Department of Health COVID-19 Activity 
Level Report, please know that our message will be a bit different.  
 
Additionally, please note that food distribution will be suspended from January 4  through January 8 and 
will resume on Monday, January 11. If you are experiencing a hardship regarding food, please reach out 
to Kathy DeGregorio at kmajordegregorio@htps.us for assistance.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support and patience. Cheers for a very happy, healthy, and 

restful holiday season.  We look forward to seeing everyone in the New Year! 

http://www.htps.us/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays/winter.html
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/covid/
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Be well! 

Lisa M. Antunes, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

 
 


